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quilts runs concurrently with this exhibition. 
Later 1n the fall, Felt-Up (October 25 No· 
vember 20, 2005) shows the whimsical, du
rable works by Houston area leiters. 

Houston Museum of Natural Science 
Ancient Micro Worlds and Fossil Forests (No
vember 4, 2005- April30, 2006) 

Vl/ho knew fossils could be so stunning? 
In this exhibit, the exquisite photographs of 
Giraud Foster and Norman Barker reveal an 
anc1ent natural world preserved in fossils. 
Alongside each image are polished examples 
of the real thing · pieces of petnfied wood. 
Colorlul and educalionaJ, it is a perfect match 
for 'Earlh', one of two themes for this year's 
FotoFest. 

FotoFest 2006 
The Eleventh International Biennial of Pho
tography and Photo-Related Ms (March 10 
- April 23, 2006) 

FotoFest is one of the reasons Houston 
has been recognized as a great place for art. 
For a month and a half you can see the ab
solute best in photography in dozens of 
spaces around town. This year's Biennial has 
two themes: Eatth and Artists Responding 
to Violence. Don't expect pretty landscapes 
or 1mages depicting VIOlent acts- as always, 
you will see 1nnovative, conceptual wor1<s that 
relate to these topics both figuratively and 
metaphorically. 

Gremillion & Co. Fine Art 
The Art of War (March 17 - April 23, 2006) 

Although 1n conjunction with FotoFest, 
this exhibit. co curated by Fernando Castro 
and Fernando Casas, will feature not only 
photography but also paint1ng, installation 
and m1xed media works. It is truly artists re· 
sponding to violence. The gallery will also 
host the preview for the print auction for 
Fotofest during the first two weeks in March. 

The Menil Collect1on 
Robert Gober: The Meat Wagon (October 
28, 2005- January 22, 2006) 

The Menil rarely disappoints. In fact. you 
can almost feel the blessings of Jean and 
Dominique de Menil as the innovative orga
n•zation continues to stretch the boundaries 
ol the presentalion ol art in relat1on to 1ts sur
roundings. Chief curator Matthew Drut1 pre
sents Gober's sculptures from the past de
cade 1n dialogue with wor1<s from the Menil's 
permanent collection. Be mindful of the pos
sibilities throughout the museum. 

Com•ng to the Houston 
Museum of Natural Science, 

Ancient Microworlds and 
Fossil Forests. Shown right: 

Araucaria M•rabilis. 

Klee and America (October 
6, 2006 -January 14, 2007) 

Th1s exhibition digs toward an 
understanding of the German-bam 
Modernist painter's enthusiaslic re
ception on this side of the Atlantic 
especially during the 1 g3os and 
40s. It is a fasc1nating h1story with 
great visuals. 

Museum of Fine Arts, Houston 
Thornton Dial in the 21• Century 
(September 25, 2005 ·July 8, 2006) 

Vl/hile many f1nd reasons to criticize, I say 
hats off to the MFA for their cont1nued com 
mitment to diversity. At the ripe young age of 
76, Dial continues to produce drawings, 
water colors and grand assemblages that 
explore the world using African American tra
ditions of story-telling to comment on the 
contemporary world through his unique per
spective of the deep South. The mundane 
becomes mean•ngful. Don't miss it. 

Basquiat (November 20, 2005 - Febru· 
ary 12, 2006) 

No doubt we will all be over the name 
and the work before the exhibition even 
opens due to what some say is the reason 
for his early demise of sensational, relentless 
media attention. Organized by the Brooklyn 
Museum, Basquiat opened last March in New 
York and will show at the Museum of Con· 
temporary Art in Los Angeles before coming 
to Houston. Our voracious appetite for 
1:3asqu•at proves his conllnued relevance and 
we will be privileged to see once again many 
of his extraordinary works. 

Joseph Havel: A Decade of Sculpture 
1996-2006 (March 26 -June 18, 2006) 

A nod to the locals, albeit one closely 
related to the MFAH. Director of the 
museum's Glassell School, Havel will present 
several new works among the 28 planned 
for the exhibition. 

The Orange Show 
Eyeopener Tour: Dearly Departed (October 
30, 2005) 

Th1s tour looks at the rituals and cus
toms to mali< the final passage of life - fo
cusing parlicularly on the Mexican Day of the 
Dead Additional stops 1nclude the studiO of 
Sharon Kopriva in the Heights and a local 
cemetery. Check the 2006 schedule for tours 
that will lead you to the most unlikely places 
in Houston and beyond. 
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GALLERIES 
Barbara Davis Gallery 
James Surfs (September 1 7 - October 15, 
2005) 

James Surls' influence on Texas is un
matched and three concurrent shows 1n 
Houston this season pay tribute to him. The 
show at Barbara Dav1s shares opening date 
with James Surfs: The Splendora Years, 
19 7 7 · 199 7 at Blatter Gallery and the 
Lawndale Art Center includes its founding 
director in their 25"' Anniversary exhibition. 
Other notable shows at Barbara Davis include 
Robin Utterback and Robert Kelly. 

Bering and James 
A great way to enjoy the •nnovative and 

accessible approach to arl at this gallery is 
to come to the 2ro Annual $100 Box show 
on Sunday, December 11, 2005. Some 150 
area artists have created more than 350 12" 
by 12" works. Pretty fun. 

Deborah Colton Gallery 
Suzanne Anker: FutureNatural (September 
17- November 5, 2005) 

Some of the most intriguing contempo
rary art deals with the myriad of controversial 
practices in science today. Anker IS particu
larly interested in biological and genetic ele · 
ments in science and works in a variety of 
processes that 1nvolve Silk screen1ng, pa•ni
Jng and computer generated sculpture. See 
also the selected works of Peter Rose, film
maker and video artist, n;nn1ng concurrently 
at Deborah Colton Gallery. Also of note. 
lklektic Designs, Colton's other gallery that 
focuses on As1an art, will move out of Sum· 
mer Street (to the Montrose area) creating 
an additional 3000 square feel of exhib1tion 
space. 

Gallery Sonja Roesch 
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