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NOTES 
arch Madness: Besides 
the riches of FotoFest 
(see page 82) , a 
fabulou s fiv esome 
ignites this month's 
art acquisitions . The 
Sultan: In his first 

Houston show in a decade, Donald Sultan, 
a titan of painting and drawing, returns in a 
much-anticipated solo at McClain Gallery. 
One of the hallmarks of Sultan 's practice is 
an abstrncted, intense investigation of natlll'e 
- in this show, the Zen-like aesthetics of 
the mimosa plant from the artist's travels to 
the French Rivi era (Mru·ch 16 - _April 27). 
Dorothy to Disney: At David Shelton 
Gallery, San Antonio''s qu een of collage. 
Kelly O'Connor, headlines in "·Decpfak c.''' 
O'Connor's pop and op images arc so urced 
from The Wizard of Oz. vintage Palm 
Springs pies, and Walt's kingdom of Disney: 
behind the happy fa cades, th e concep11ially 
loaded work leaves it l'o tl1e viewer to 111i111: 
messages (March 8 - April 27). Museum 
Must-Secs: Bask in th e co lor- soak ed 
palette of the Fauvcs in a11 exhibition co
orga11ized by New York ''s Metropolilun 
Museum of Art and the Museum of Fine 
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Art,; , Houston . ·' Ve rti go of 
Colo r : Matisse . Dernin , and 
the Orig ins of Fa11 vis111·,, trave b 
to Ho 11s lo 11 a fte r its Ma11hatta11 
d eb111. cura ted a t th e MFAII 
by the 1nusew11 ·s Ann Dumas. 
Focusing on Fa uve pi o neer s 
1'vla ti sse a nd hi s jw1ior, Derain . 
a nd t:h e semina l s u111n1 er of 
1905 in th e So uth o f France. 
th e exhibi t io n 1111 d e rsco rcs 
th e s ho rt - li ved m ove m en t 's 
breakthrou g hs . As Tl, e Neu, 
York Times criti c Roberta Smith 
quotes Ma tisse: "· Fa11 ve pa in ting 
is 11 o t cvc ry1hi11g ... '' he sa id . 
"· hut it is th e found a tion o r 
cve1ything .'" (tl1rnugh May 27) 
... J\ 1 The Men ii Collection. 
re di scove r Am e r ican ar tist "' 
Janet Sobel. an ab -ex pa inter g § 
or the mid -century now known 6~ 
10 hn v<: forged "a ll -over ·,, (aka ~ lf! 
drip ) pn inting before Pollock. ~6 
f:: fncl. Po ll ock was influenced ~g 
h :-., ,[_,,, I'~ solo shows a t NY C's~ ~ 
f · · _,aJ!ery m 1944 and Peggy':; s;, 

~ a: 
Cuggenhciu, ,_ i\ n of This Cent.m y gallery in~ ~ 

(2445 Nor1'1 Bo11lcva rd , through March 10). 
Si11111l1aneu11 s ly. th e gall e ry 's 11 ew annex 
(2442 Ba rtle tt., B11ildi11g 13 ) digs deep into 
the a rti st's evcr-rr<'sent: signa1·11rc avians in 
" Daniel Johnston: Duck Wars" (through 
April 27). Ca tl, eri11e D. l1 11spo11 

1946. The Meni.l's show for Sobel aligns with fil i 
the musewn 's emphasis on reclaiming female § ~ 
artists for art histor y and is cw-ated by the 8@ 
Menil 's Natalie Dupecher, with support of 
the Sobel family ( tlu-o ugh August l l ). The 
Immortal Daniel Johnston: A beloved cult 
figure, Whitney Biennial-exhibited Daniel 
Johnston is presented in dual exhibitions 

Left: Daniel Johnston's Have You Seen the Horrible 
Side of Life, 2010, at Deborah Colton Gallery. 
Above: Andre Derain's Woman with a Shawl, 
Madame Matisse in a Kimono, 1905, at MFAH. 

by Deborah Colton Gallery that promise 
the most comprehensive look ever a t the 
brilliant comics of the late outsider 
ru·tist/singer/songwriter whose 
artwork was an outlet for his 
depression. Catch "Daniel 
Jolmston : I am a Baby 
in My Unive rse .," 
a n intro to hi s 
major characters,, 
at D e bor a h 
Colton Gallery's 
original location 
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