
ARTNOTES 
M!J6!,f.;!iht.J,Qrhe Museum of Fine Arts, 
Houston, looks East. Investigate a show that 
was 20 years in the mak1ng: "Arts of Ancient 
VietNam: From River Plain to Open Sea," curated 
by independent scholar Nancy Tingley and, in 
Houston, by the MFAH's Christine Starkman 
(September 13 - January 3, 201 0). f!tji;(¥1Uj 
ltADI•IeQ Blatter Gallery's fall opener goes from 
white cube to the Galleria - Neiman Marcus, 
to be precise, when Whitney Biennial-exhibited 
Josephine Meckseper transforms Neiman's 
d1splay windows into an installment for her Change, 2009, at Joan Wich Gallery 

show, which opens September 11 (through November 14) Th1s conceptual 
work IS paired with contemporary fables by Jon Pylypchuk Catch Wayne 
White of Pee-wee's Playhouse renown, who takes over Rice Gallery w1th 
a 15-foot puppet head inspired by George Jones (September 1 0 - October 
18) ... For something more intimate, cons1der the sketches, sculpture and 
watercolors of designer Toni Whitaker at Mixed Emotions Fine Arts (one 
mght only, Wednesday, September 23) ... Houston sculptor Omar Perez's 
mythic wooden heels, platforms and stilettos nse to the occasion at Houston 
Center for Contemporary Craft (through October 25; reception September 
3) .. . It's the ultimate dinner party: Mary Margaret Hansen 's "Second 
Seating" in the East End (20 North Chenevert, September 24 - November 1 ). 
Texas Nexus Plus NYC: Geri Hooks celebrates her 40th anniversary with a 
"Masterpiece" show featuring works by all the art1sts 1n her stable, including 
significant Texans such as Kermit Oliver and Leamon Green (September 12 
- October 17) ... Two New York notables, sculptor Michael Rees (September 
19 - November 7) and painter Jill Moser (September 11 - October 24), are 
highlighted at Deborah Colton Gallery and Wade Wilson Art, respectively. 
Flash: Top collector Lester Marks takes the helm as director of Deborah 
Colton Gallery; Colton remains as owner ... Nat1ve Houstoman (and UH grad) 
Jason Villegas presents h1s droll, fash1on logo-insp1red work at McClain 
Gallery (through September 19) and at Contemporary Arts Museum 
Houston (through November 1) ... Barbara Davis Gallery pa1rs hometown 
heroes Paul Fleming and Joe Mancuso in solos (September 11 - October 
17). New assistant director Susanna Kise, a grad of the Sotheby's arts 
course, relocated here from a post a MaMA ... At Moody Gallery, Venice 
Biennale talent James Drake rolls out "White" (September 12 - October 
17) ... Whitney Biennial artist Dawolu Jabari Anderson is the season 
opener at Joan Wich Gallery with paintings that comment on the African
American experience (September 11 -October 1 0) .. . Darke Gallery debuts 
Marcelyn McNeil, who's been touted in New American Paintings (September 
12 - 30). M2 Gallery opens in new d1gs 1n the restored 
Heights Theater ... Houston's wild man of the sax, the late Arnett Cobb is 
showcased in a retrospective at the Central Library - Julia ldeson Building 
(through September 30) ... It's "Martini Madness" at Houston Center for 
Contemporary Craft Thursday, September 17 (tickets $45) .. Museum 
District Day IS Saturday, September 12. Catherine D. Anspon 
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