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Daniel Johnston: Duck Wars 

 
February 24 to April 27, 2024 
Opening Reception: February 24th, 3:00 – 4:30 pm 

	  
Deborah Colton Gallery will be presenting Daniel Johnston’s “Duck Wars” at their new annex location at 2442 
Bartlett Street, Building B, Houston, 77098 from February 24 to April 27, 2024.  The gallery space is open Tuesday 
through Friday, from 1:00 to 5:30 pm.  There will be an opening reception on Saturday, February 24th, from 3:00 to 
4:30 pm.   
 

Artist and songwriter Daniel Johnston created his own imaginary cartoon universe in drawings, which were 
complete with dialog bubbles and his own uniquely honest and insightful philosophy. 

	  
	  
Among his cast of created characters are the ever-present ducks. They are the fun-loving good guys who 

are on the look-out for adventure and ways to help the world. They are always ready to help humanity by 
challenging the forces of evil and thus protecting love, peace, and especially hope.  

	  	  	  	  	  	   	  
	  
	  
	  



	  
The ducks in Johnston's earliest drawings had wings and webbed feet. As he created more adventures for 

the ducks they evolved human-like arms and legs. The ducks found their way into Johnston's drawings as cowboys, 
ancient warriors, superheroes and even space travelers. The role that was Johnston's favorite (by far) was ducks as 
military personnel, complete with uniforms, weapons, and war vehicles of all types. Johnston's love of all things 
related to World War II reflects his admiration for his father, William Johnston, who was a Flying Tiger pilot in the 
war.  

	  	  	  	  	  	   	  
The " Ducks Wars" exhibit is a celebration of the military adventures of the ducks, but it also rings with 

uncanny relevance considering current world events. Daniel infuses the drawings with quirky humor, but also with 
thought provoking insights into the nature of war.... its horror, its origins in greed, and its sad results. 

       
 

There will be "Duck Wars" T-shirts available at the opening, as well as other Daniel Johnston memorabilia. 
Daniel's sister, Marjory, will be available for questions and/or information about her brother.  Deborah Colton will 
also be in attendance.  
 

Deborah Colton Gallery is an international contemporary arts gallery, based in Houston, Texas, and 
initiates projects throughout the United States. Deborah Colton Gallery also has OUTPOST NYC DCG, an east 
coast based virtual arts initiative.  Daniel Johhnston: I am a Baby in My Universe will be exhibiting at the main 
Deborah Colton Gallery location at 2445 North Boulevard from February 17 to March 16th. Images from these two 
Daniel Johnston exhibitions can be viewed on both websites. www.deborahcoltongallery.com, www.outpostnycdcg. 
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