gallery reviews

Deborah Colton Gallery: Integrating the
Digital Consciousness

Faur artists [Yael Kanorek, Michoel Reas,
Manfred Mohr and Michcel Somoroff) have
expanded the wse of digital tools to produce
art forms that speak to the energy of mind, bedy,
soul, and fime. The use of digital imagery in art
consciousness provides on innovative way of
processing and producing art forms end formu-
lations. Werks in this show range from reactive
sculpture, software art, data visualization, sound
and video installations, photography, mixed
medio and assembled sculpture.

Yoel Kanarek has been developing her
integrated media project, World of Awe
www.worldolawe net] for ten years. It is o
whimsical journey through her silicon wehsite
offering different levels of engagement de-
pending on the time spent on site. Adarning
the gallery walls are visualization studies
brought to form in digitel londscapes with
hand-applied embellishments referring to fime,
love letters, and a digital life journey.

Manfred Mohr's images are displayed in
fabricated computer statiens ond flat screens
where he has studied the hypercube in six di-
mensions. His mind-stretehing images are many
foceted and su rprising. The canvazes show
lines, oreas, and colors in ditferent types of
relations, moving in o cubist fashion from all
directions, around and through space.

Michoel Rees's corresponds to a body-
mind-spirit dynamic. Through the use of the
computer, his animations and sculptures lay
out a territory for o work in progress. Itincludes
the Computer Aided Design [CAD), Rapid
Prototyping [RP) outpul, silicon molding of the
EP masters and the creation of mulliple, self-
similar parts to be constructed into ‘thinker lw’
structures in which no parts are in agreement,
Rees has designed sculptures with such diverse
materials as tonerbonded poper, pholopaly-
mer resin, epoxy-filled cornstarch, and thermo-
plastic.

Michael Somoroff's artistic quest is to free
phatography from figurative restraint and rep-
resentative decumentation, His inferest is in the
tracing of time as an exlension af space, ren
dering it into form. His achievement of extend-
ing the medium of photogrophy into the realm
of sculpture is truly unique. His massive glossy
black sculpture of negative timespoce gives
shaope 1o the cosmic black hale.

Those who are engaged in the cultural
odvoncement of contemparary art should net
50 grsaerden

miss this showcase of visionary contemporary
artists who have each made a name in the

international art scena.
- Cindi Harwood Rose

Thie Deborah Calton Gnﬂer}ris lncated at 2500
Summer Street with gallery hours Tuesdoy
through Soturday, 10:30 AM to 5:00 PM. Show
dales can be confirmed af 713.864.2364.

Museum of Fine Arts, Houston: Murano:
Glass from the Qlnick Spanu Celleckion

Maney Olnick and Giorgio Spane have
gathered an important collection, representing
the rebirth of Murano glass in the 20* century
with waorks ranging frem 1914 to the present. The
Wenetian islend has produced masterworks ond
innovafions in the medium since the 1200s, but
craftsmanship declined in the 18* century. The
birth of modernism and a select group of arli
sans renewed the form.

Clnick, interviewed in the accompanying
film, claims glass “speaks to them” ond that most
of their pieces are vases because of their func
fionaliry. Yet ufility is the last thing that comes to

mind oz one glances over countlass designs re-

calling ancient temples, the palette of brilliant
colors, Hleating metallic flashes, impossibly thin

Michael Rees, Pulfo8 2.2.2.2, animafion and sculpture, 2003,

shapes, bubbling liquid forms and swirling pot-
terns within more paiterns. The cellection offers
hundreds of examples of this work and does o
great job of educating with text about the tech
niques used, as well os, a history of the masker
artists and worksheps.

Yet it is the grace and beouty of glass that
truly inspires. Mo olher substance embraces
the tension inherent in its fragility against its
strangth and ability to hold form, along with
generating such a dazzling amay of color, The
collection proises the arlists fram Murano who
continually test the moteriol, building upon an-
cient techniques and investigoting new ad-
vances in technalogy.

Carlo Scarpa, M.V.M. Cappellin & C,,
Trasparente, 1930-31
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latin revolution lands next month at the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston. Be there:
Friday through Sunday, June 18 through 20, for the grand-opening festivities of “Inverted
Utopias,” a sweeping survey of masterpieces from the southern continent. Concurrently,
bluechip Sicardi Gallery mounts an iniriguing overview of the subject ... Art deco is
white hot, from the Victoria and Albert Museum's touring “Art Deco: 1910 - 1939"
at the Legion of Honor in San Francisco (through July 4) o The Metropolitan
Museum of Art’s peek af the genius of Emile-Jacques Ruhlmann in New York
(June 8 — September 5). Houston gets deco dazzle as Parkerson Gallery presents
drawings by rediscovered master lvan Mestrovic, a Croatianborn sculptor who was a
student of Redin (through May 29) ... International arrivals and departures: Booker-Lowe Gallery's Nana Booker
and M. David Lowe are back from a buying frip fo the Australian outback for their eponymous gallery, Texas” only desti-
nation for aboriginal fine art ... Devin Borden of Devin Borden Hiram Butler Gallery rcturns from ARCO in
Madrid, one of 20 global denizens invited for a project space at this prestigious Euro fair, exhibiting an installation by
Joe Havel. Attendees at the fair included King Juan Carlos of Spain ... Sonja Roesch fransporis her minimalist
stable to Art Frankfurt (May 7 — 10) ... May melds high and low. The Glassell School of Art's ‘New Infinities:
Visualizing a Postromantic Sublime” culls the international tric of Andreas Gursky, Olafur Eliasson and Christian
Eckart, the lafter living in Houston, represented by MeClain Gallery (through June 9). Then rocket fo the raucous rite
of spring, aka the Art Car Parade, launching Friday, May 7, with a juicy, jubilant downtown block party, while the
parade rolls Saturday, May 8. Information www.orangeshow.org. Oh, did we mention that Mayeor Bill White just
awarded the parade a $10,000 grant? ... Housfon's newest art spaces
Ivan Mestrvic's Three Mudes at Parkerson Gallery include: Deborah Colton Gallery in David Adickes' wondrous
e - warehouse complex at 2500 Summer [Colton’s May view: photodigital
— 5 works by New York notables including Michael Somoroff, through June
26); De Santos’ project space, soon to be kicked off (L2 will continue
the photo theme, but with a local emphasis); The Art House af 53468
Westheimer, offering a 6,000-squarefoot rendezvous for Houston talents (the
group turn ‘I Llove Red" explores the pigment red across all media, through
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ouston is-the_hot spot this month,

and the Museum of Fine Arts,
Houston, is the place fo be for the
breathioking blockbuster “Inverted
Utopias: Avanigarde Art in Latin
America.” Mark yourcalendars for
the grand-opening weekend: Friday
through Sunday, June 18 throbgh 20.
The most. comprehensive overview, of
art from the southern continent ever

mounted in North America this show is
expectedfo remap modemnism, revealing mevements from the, 19203, through
the 1970s that coolly contrast Diego Rivera ond Frida Kahlo's vivid
figuration. Think cubism, constructivism and an elegant, inspired minimalism.
This‘exhibit promises a revolution (through Seplember 12) ... Concurrently;
Sicardi Gallery's compelling “Parallel Stories: Brazilian and Venezuelan
AbstractConstructive Art” details the optimistic works from the 1950s and
1960s created in those two countries (June 16 — August [14). We'll bring

you d defailed guide to both exhibits next month ... After you investigate the
show at Sicardi, step next door o McClain Gallery, where "Brave New
Wotld" melds hemetown hero Jason Villegas with'international notables
Matthew Ritchie and Rebecca Horn (through July 3) ... Other fop
gallery stops: Deborah Colton for an insightful examination 6f four cltting-
‘edge arlists foraying into the digital domain, including Yael Kanarek's
mustsee mythic kingdom, World of Awe (through June 29 ... Major news
galleryside: Downiown denizen Kerry Inman, once slated to' move
Inman Gallery o ihe siilkin-progress 4411 Montrose building, is
relocating to-Midtown. Inman will open midsummer in the historic, archifec-
turally acclaimed Isabella Courts complex. The gallery’s new address,

3901 Main Street, boasts a stunning, 2,900-squarefoot modernist'space,
complete with video room. A July grand opening is planned «éptly timed for
AriHouston (Saturday, July 10) ... Gender is an ohsd'fopical issue on the
scene. At the Contemporary Arts Museum Houston, curator
Valerie Cassel presents “Boys Behaving Badly,” a prescient examinatien of
male adolescence as porfrayed by today's artists of the avantgarde {fine 25 -
September 12) ... Across fown
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