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Waking Dreams

\lready popular among collectors, voung painter Grayvson Chandler’s work delivers the
beholden to a 'foreign vet familiar' place. By Chris Becker, photo by Jhane Hoang
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who used to run cross-country, and which lands at Deborah Coltos 1&.
believes there are many parallels between The show's title — “hy way of " — is firting, as che
athleticism and creativicy. “A lor of it is process in which Chandler arrives at his work will be
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the gallery. It wall remain in place
through the run of
This umigue arrangement, titled
*Armnst Solo & Smdio™ or “Armst

5805." is the first in a series of annual

the show,

residencies at Deborah Colwon, and
is intended to give those interested
in art a deeper understanding of

the steps involved in its creation
Chandler, whose 2017 solo deburt ar
Deborah Colton Gallerv completely

1 our, looks forward to engaging

with the public and answerning
questions from visitors about his
paintings, which have proved

pop

ir wirh collectors.

“The work has some narrative
potency toat,” says ( handler.
“It does have characters who

play roles in order to guide ¥

attention here i there ar

it a sense of space. It real
in environment.”

Those recurring “characters”™
include flower petals, butterflies,

suspended vines and thin tree

branches — rec able shapes

which seem to emerge like the
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remnants of a waking drcam
conitribute to the “foreign, vet
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familiar™ atmosphere of his art.

Mature is both a way in for

viewer and a point of inspiration
tor much of his worl. But the
ocilar resules are more like alien
landscapes, or the blood, cells and
gurs of the body as seen through

a microscope. While each paintng
is a visual feast for the eyes and
imaginanon, Chandler is also

[NE a Space IOr the viewer to
EXPErience an INETior MOoment
and meditate on the forms in a
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Amped Up

From the church organ to the world stage, Houston-grown rock
trio Khruangbin takes the show on the road.

FOUNDED IN HOUSTON in 2010 by
quitarist Mark Speer, bassist Laura
Lee, and drummer Donald “0J°
Johnson, Khruangbin is a rock band
Miles Davis would have loved o have
playad with, for space is the key o
thiedr interiocking, antiphonal ambience,

it's (mostly) instrumental music you
can Bsten 10 alone, or enjoy with a few
thousand of your clesast friends. At
press time, Khruangbin is scheduled to
play a packed show at 713 Music Hall
in earfy May before heading out on tour
across the U.5., Europe and, later this
year, Australia and Mew Zealand

The tno's visual Nar |5 as astincinve
and exobc as 85 Groowa-Caniric miLsac
and while Johnson admits his own
fashion chosces onstage have Decoms
bolder over the years, olfstage, he
prefers 1o keep things simple. By
naturs, | try not to stand out or be
saen,” says Johnson, who al 38 still
seems surprised by the worldwda
popularity of the band. "I much prales
to be on tha sidalines, kind of out of the
limelight. But lifa has a funny way ol
working itsall out sometimeas!”

While Johnson remains firmby
rooted in Houston, Lee and Spear
now five on the East and Wasi Coasts,

respectvaly. But when it comas tima
to recond, the three friends return 1o
their studio bam in Burion, Texas o
track new material, befora inviting
other musicians to add their magic o
the mix. Mast recently, Khruanghbin
— whose name maans “engine iy in
Thai — travelad to Houston to recond
two groovy EPs with Fort Worth-basad
soul man Leon Bridges. The trio also
SppeEars on egencary Ch CEG0 Nouse
D.J Aon Trent's upcoming album,
WARM - What do the sfars say o you.

When not recording or on the road,
Johnson enjoys the simple pleasures
of playing basketball and retuming
to the church he grew up attending
wiharea nes g'ﬁr:"iia"-er Was the pasior
wnbl 2001, Johnson's unche now
Owersees tne congreganon. IS reaity
small,” says Johneon, “Family vibes. |
play organ thera.”

¥Yhan asked how he handes
Hhruangben's lormsdabie workload
winich reguires axtended tme away
Troemi haema, JORMSon's ansSwer is
suocing “l consider myself a parson
ol aith,” says Johnson. “So, wherever
| go. no matier what's goeng on, things
Just kind af remain tha sama. | have
that to keap ma groundad.” -cs
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