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“The Absence of the Subject” Comened || sk

IInnnn  Lowering the Boom

Michael Somoroff masters addition by subtraction Dekaney High School's motto is “Whatever It Takes."” So
By Dusti Rhodes Thursday, Apr 10 2008 Comments | A A far, district administrators haven't figured out quite what
that needs to be.

At first glance, the works in “The Absence of Subject” seem pretty basic. “They look like pictures
I In Search of Spring Break

that would be sold at Pottery Barn, but when you realize what's gone into them — it's pretty rad,” Looking for booze, babes and beach parties on
says Deborah Colton Gallery assistant Evan Garza. For the show, artist Michael Somoroff (the Galveston Island
mastermind behind the Rothko Chapel installation Illumination I) took photographs from I Fantasy Land

A green amusement park was supposed to bring
prosperity to New Caney, but so far, only a few have

and removed the people. His meticulous touch-ups make it look as if the people were never there profited. And it still exists only on paper.

legendary German photographer August Sanders’s collection “People of the Twentieth Century”

— that he returned to the original scenes and took pictures without them. All that remains in More Most Popular>>

Dentist is a chair against a wall; in Pharmacist, a tall bush next to a brick wall; in Blind Children,

two opened books on a table; and in Working Class Family, an empty chair. TO D AY’ s EAI. lN HOU STON

‘ s ) $10 for $20 at

Somoroff’s process makes these more than just
Skewers Cafe

& Grill

pictures of stuff; the absence of the subject, as it
were, puts everything into a dark, goose
bump-inducing context. But Somoroff really
raises hairs as he brings the photographs to life.
In a darkened room of the gallery, three photos
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are projected onto a wall. They seem motionless,

but after a while the viewer notices subtle

motions — the leaves in Pharmacist softly rustle

in the wind, as do the book pages in Blind Related Content

Children and the grass in Working Class Family. «Maripolarama: Perverse City”

Garza says the motions were created using only May 15, 2008
the altered photograph and a computer ma&o f;'::sﬁtivw A Country Expressed by Its
animation program. The process took up most of November 27, 2008
the two years Somoroff spent working on the "A Time for Change"
October 23, 2008

show. It seems his patience paid off. 10:30 a.m.
Election Night Parties -- Where To Watch

to 5 p.m. Tuesdays through Saturdays. Through November 4, 2008
April 30. Deborah Colton Gallery, 2500 “DIGITALIA: Intimacy in the Hyperreal”
January 10, 2008

Summer. For information, call 713-869-5151 or

visit www.deborahcoltongallery.com. Free. East Side Vacation at El

Tuesdays-Saturdays, 10:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Starts: More About Petate
March 7. Continues through April 19, 2008 Michael Somoroff ~ Evan Garza
Deborah Colton Eyesight and Eye
Health
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Sign up for the Events Newsletter: What's
happening in town? From underground club nights
to the biggest outdoor festivals, our top picks for
the week's best events will always keep you in on
the action.
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Check out this week's featured ad for Aris

Carlos Fernandez, Three Other Teens Killed
Homeless Man for a Dollar

@ Houston's First Baptist Church
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Rachel Bradley, Sarah Adams: Changed
Looks Can't Keep Christmas-Gift Thieves
from Being Arrested
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What's happening in town? From underground club nights to the biggest outdoor festivals, our top
picks for the week's best events will always keep you in on the action. ‘ Houston and Denver: Where Dreams of Being
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