
Art Notes 
he Great Eight begin with 
Neo Geo: Jonathan Leach's 
art is the future mixed with 
a dose of '80s neo geo, but 
there's no arguing with the 
persuasion of his precisionist 

painting at Gallery Sonja Roesch (through April 
27). The Year of Bianconi: Sculptor, installationist 
and alchemical performance artist the marked-for
greatness Italian Andrea Bianconi returns to 
Barbara Davis Gallery in "Love Story" w here he 
concocts an extraordinary site-specific wall drawing 
formed from live flowers (through April 20). Mickey 
D's: Just when you thought our art world w as 
becoming market driven, there 's "Cheeseburger, 
Cheeseburger, " a Paul Horn CrackPot Production 

Andrea Bianconi's Garden, 2013, at Barbara Davis Gallery in tandem with Solomon Kane. This one-night-only 
happening pops up in the kid's birthday party room at McDonald' s at North Main and 1-45 on 
(natch) Monday, April 1, 6 to 8 pm, with the unofficial after-party Taco Taco at Tex-Mex joint Andy's 
in the Heights. The lineup to dates encompasses notables Sharon Engelstein, Aaron Parazette, 
Rachel Hecker, Brent Bruni Comiskey, Lester Marks and Whitney Biennial talent Daniel 
Johnston. Pop Explosion: Texas art master Ray Phillips solos at Laura Rathe Fine Art (through 
April 20) with a new series of paintings with inspirations drawn from his golden American childhood. 
We'll be there! Twaddle's Tiles: Randy Twaddle's artistic practice embraces a tantalizing dose of 
design. Check out the Houston talent's new drawings, collages and most especially a fresh series of 
t iles at Moody Gallery, which are manufactured here in town (though April 20). Surrealism on 
the Town: It's a double-header at Hooks-Epstein Gallery, which pairs a duo of Surrealists, Kelly 
Scott Kelley and Ross Richmond, who engage with, respectively, painting and glass (through April 
20). Watch for Richmond's almost Gothic figures- so hauntingly creepy. Palace Intrigue: Don't 
miss the Art Palace debut for a very promising MFAH Core Fellow: Tatiana lstomina, who unveils a 
series of greatly anticipated paintings and conceptual creations that address the history of American 
modernism via a fictionalized female protagonist The Russian-born talent, who also works in video, 
was a Kandinsky Prize finalist in 2012 (Apri l 5- May 11 ). A Marching Band's in the House: The 

Mitchell Center's Artist in Residence, Daniel Bernard 
Roumain joins with the UH Cougar Marching Band 
to enact a project that spans two years and culminates 
with "En Masse, " an extraordinary alfresco performance 
at Discovery Green Saturday, April 20, 4 to 8 pm 
(free). Former Mitchell Center Artist in Residence, 
multidisciplinary artist Marc Bamuthi Joseph, directs. 
FYI: Roumain, who's appeared on stage at Carnegie 
Hall, has to date collaborated with diverse impresarios 
from Philip Glass to Lady Gaga. Empire State of Mind: 
Support Dominic Walsh Dance Theater's Joyce 
Theater debut in Manhattan with the clever cocktail 
fund-raiser Empire State of Mind Thursday, May 2, at 
Deborah Colton Gallery, chaired by Miz Colton and 
Mady Kades. Manhattans and a dance performance 
will be served (tickets Ashley Dennis, adennis@dwdt. 
org). Catherine D. Anspon 
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STAR

A chance to perform
at Manhattan’s Joyce
Theater is a big deal for
any dance company.
So Houston’sDominic
WalshDance Theater
is excitedly rehearsing
for its Joyce debut Aug.
8 and 10. The company’s
supporters jammed
Deborah Colton
Gallery on Thursday
for a fundraiser themed
“Empire State of Mind”
to help underwrite tour
expenses.Mady Kades
co-chaired with Colton.

With hot-hot artist

Harif Guzman’s
“Dying to Live” exhibit
as a colorful backdrop,
DWDT showed its
thanks by performing
an excerpt (on concrete
floors!) ofWalsh’s “Sound
of Cells” along with his
sultry, nightclub-inspired
“Dying Swan.” Former
Houston Ballet soloist
Tyann Clement did the
“Dying Swan” honors
but looked every bit the
fresh young thing with
her pretty infant daughter
Emily in tow.

Among those also
perusing the auction
items:Craig and Tatiana

Massey,Anita and
David Garten,Carolyn
and John Robertson,
John Bradshaw Jr.,
Sabrina Motley,
andNash Baker.

Supporters raise funds for dance
troupe’sManhattan appearance

FUNDRAISER

ByMolly Glentzer

molly.glentzer@chron.com
DominicWalsh, from left, Deborah Colton,
Domenico Luciano andMady Kades

Dave Rossman photos

Tyana Clement and
daughter Emily

back door.
I’d never been up close

to a peahen, but they are
one of nature’s prank
creatures. This one had a
huge dusty-brown body,
a gorgeously iridescent
green and crazy-long
neck, and a tiny head
topped with a Dr. Seuss
Mohawk, like a row of
feather lollipops. Her
brain couldn’t be bigger
than three BBs.

Soon it became obvious
that her fascination
with the back door
had nothing to do with
longing to be with us.
She was mesmerized by
her reflection. In fact,
she’d run from glass door

to glass door and, sure
enough, that other peahen
beat her there.

We named her Lulu.
I did my research.

Peafowl eat birdseed
plus some protein, which
can be dog or cat food.
They’ll also eat just about
anything else. They can be
escape artists. The males
have an eerie cry that, I
swear, was described in
one source as sounding
like the screams of a dying
child. You would have to
be awfully beautiful for
people to get past that.

The area that Lulu
had staked out for
herself could be almost
completely blocked off
from predators — and the
dogs, who seemed a little

too interested in her. I
caught Sam the cat giving
Lulu the side-eye, but he
must have judged her too
much to take on.

By this time, I was
starting to hope Lulu
would stick around. I
even looked up where we
could find a friend for her
to replace her imaginary
friend (nearWaco).

And so it was. Tuesday,
as I was getting ready to
go on a solo trip, I noticed
Lulu prancing past
the bedroomwindow.
(Peahens walk like a
comedian imitating a
chicken.)

Well, OK, I told myself,
she should get to know
the place.

A half-hour later, I
went looking for her.
Nowhere near the house.
Nothing over by the
chicken coop, or the barn,
or the garage. Lulu was
gone as gone.

I didn’t want to think
about that pesky coyote.
So I told myself she
suddenly remembered
where home was. Or,
given that her questing
heart was so much bigger
than her brain, she opted
for more adventure and lit
out for the territories.

The writer Jon Katz
says animals come into
our lives for a purpose,
and they leave when that
purpose is fulfilled.

Still.
I left on my trip, and

when I called home
that night, mymortgage
partner told me: no Lulu.

OK, then, the
peripatetic peahen
was just another short,
strange chapter in
country life.

This morning I got a
text message that read, in
part, “Lulu’s back.”

O’Connor: Lulu a strange chapter in country life
O’Connor from page E1

kyrie.oconnor@chron.com
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