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“DIGITALIA” deconstructs

Internet intimacy

“DIGITALIA: Intimacy in the Hyperreal”
explores a hot topic of the information age.
Deborah Colton Gallery assistant Evan J.
Garza is making his curatorial debut with
the group show, which explores sex, love
and relationships in a technically advanced
culture.

Steven Miller’s “Bound” series of
photographs depicts men hanging in the
air or bound together by rope; the work
explores the connections and disconnec-
tions between friends and strangers. Alex-
ander Reyna’s video Beta is an onslaught
of sexual images from cartoons, video
games and other media that represent
the Internet’s bombardment of obscene
content. Sean Johnson uses video as
well for his “Beard Love” series, which
explores online intimacy as men rub their
stubble against men they've found on the
Internet.

Process the meaning of these and other
works by Charles Cohen, Graham Guerra,
Daniel Handal, Ray Ogar and Robert Yarber
today when the show opens with a panel
discussion at 2 p.m. followed by a reception
from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. Regular viewing is
10:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesdays through Sat-
urdays. Through March 1. 2500 Summer
Street, Third Floor. For information, call
713-869-5151 or visit www.deborahcolton-

gallery.com. Free.
— DusTI RHODES
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visual art review

Deborah Colton Gallery
DIGITALIA: Intimacy in the Hyperreal
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Desire in Digital

By Marisa Olion on Friday, January 11th, 2008 at 3:52 pm.

Pomegraphy was one of the intemers earliest forms of content and has arguably propelied the development of online
imaging and video formats. Consistantly the nars most financially viable material, the heavy prasence of online pom has
also contributed to the social formation of desire. Despite the growth of Pom Studies as an academic field of inquiry,
creative and intellectual studies of digital pom are scarce. Digitalia: intimacy in the Hyperreal s a group exhibition
curated by Evan J. Garza at Houston's Deborah Colton Gallery to address this gap. Artists Charles Cohen (pictured),
Graham Guerra, Tracey Emin, Daniel Handal, Sean Johnson, Staven Miller, Ray Ogar, Alexander Reyna, and Robert
*Yarher precent work drawing on the broad spectrum of online sites of desire, moving beyond the hardcore 1o also
consider intemet dating services, social netwarking sites, and even instant messaging applications in order to articulate
the role of these technologies in constructing inimacy, and the shape thal hese shared conneclions might take,
Undeniying the show's organizational logic is an interestin questions of reality as they relate 1o the supposed intangibility
of the electronic currents and pixels that comprise the source material at hand. But just as theorists have demonstrated
the corpareal aspects of fantasy, ihe work selected for Digitalia ulimately points 1o an important sense of materialily in
relation to web surfing, image downloading, and other aspects of siuational voyeurism. If inimacy is about the space.
batusan pasple, Digitalia carves out & markedly poignant space for considening the liiginal realities of digital eullure.
The show is open January 12-March 1, 2008. - Marisa Olson
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Usarmame HD Video stills from Alaxander Reyna‘s “Star”

Curated by Evan J. Garza
Password January 12th through March 1st, 2008
Qponing Recaptlon: Saturday, January 12th, 6:00 to 9:00 PM
AT Panel Discussion: Saturday, January 12th, 2:00 PM
Featuring : CHARLES COHEN GRAHAM GUERRA TRACEY EMIN DANIEL HANDAL SEAN JOMHNSON
Login STEVEN MILLER RAY OGAR ALEXANDER REYNA ROBERT YARBER
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Mo account yet? Register Deborah Colton Gallery is pleased 1o present DIGITALLA: Intimacy in the Hyperreal, featuring a collection of arigts whose work CONVays new
deas about love, s, intimacy, pornography and digital culure. Tha internat continues to recharacierize cur definitions of physical and emotional
WHO'S DNLINE intimacy, from oning dating and nebaorking stes Boe My Space 10 inslant mess aging applications on our mobde phones, The punposa B 10 bring
We have 2 guests onlng us closer without leaving owr seats. DIGITALLA Intimacy in the Hypoerreal engages the new transformations that are redefining intimacy and
offars viewers a look into how these new values have shaped our perception of realty, bath the tangibla and the intangible. In conjunction with this
[FAM] MEMBERS OMNLINE axhibiion, the gabery & pleased bo host Instant Messages, a Panel Dscussion with artisis Chares Coben, Steven Miller, and curator Evan J.
Mo Usors Onling Garza on Saturday, January 12th at 2:00 PM
EYMDICATE Hyperrealty refars o Jean Baudrikard’s theory of the interaction babasen consclousnass and ‘reality’ in a technologically advanced culure. Tha
mind becomes unabls o distinguish what is real from what i5n'1. In Baudrilard's hypenneal Bnd, the workd we know & roplaced by a copy of the
wsslom | world, where mankind & inlerested in simulaied stimul, pot uniike the connections made onlina. Are men and women making whoksoma and

gonuing conneclions with others on the imermet, or ane they seeking simulated relaticnships? 15 an onling fricndship st as real as one madae
from scraich? A vinwer waiching pornography begins to e’ in the non-exisiant workd of the film, and even though s not an accurals depiction
off Saor, for the vibwer the realty of 'sox" becomas somathing non-exsbent, KBS somewhend in the Hypérmedl babeeen realty and farasy, The
work featured in tha exhibiton traverses that middle grownd and explones. the corporeal and often intangible nature of that which we ong to towch
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i Lowering the Boom

H"l)erre al 2 Dekaney High School's motto is "Whatever It Takes." So
. far, district administrators havent figured out quite what
Mine artists take on sex in the digital age at Deborah Colton Gallery that needs to be.

By Dusti Rhodes Thursday, Jan 10 2003 Comments = A A I In Search of Spring Break

“DIGITALIA: Intimacy in the Hyperreal” explores a hot topic of the information age. ;2?::3:2:;:2;6' babes and beach parties on

Deborah Colton Gallery assistant Evan J. Garza is making his curatorial debut with the
. . o . i rantasy Land
group show, which explores sex, love and relationships in a technically advanced culture. A green amusement park was supposed to bring

prosperity to New Caney, but so far, only a few have

: : : S : rofted. And it still exists only on paper.
Steven Miller’s “Bound” series of photographs depicts men hanging in the air or bound ) 7S

together by rope; the work explores the connections and disconnections between friends ISOKE SROBE FopEar=>

and strangers. Alexander Reyna’s video Beta is an onslaught of sexual images from

cartoons, video games and other media that represent the Internet’s bombardment of TODAY'’S DEAL IN HOUSTON
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obscene content. Sean Johnson uses video as well for his “Beard Love” series, which

explores online intimacy as men rub their stubble against men they’ve found on the

Internet.

Process the meaning of these and other works by Charles Cohen, Graham Guerra, Daniel

Handal, Ray Ogar and Robert Yarber today when the show opens with a panel discussion at

2 p.m. followed by a reception from & p.m. to g p.m. Regular viewing is 10:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. >

Tuesdays through Saturdays. Through March 1. 2500 Summer Street, Third Floor. For

information, call 713-8é9-5151 or visit www.deborahcoltongallery.com. Free.

Tuesdays-Saturdays. Starts: Jan. 12. Continues through March 1, 2008
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