
 
 
 
 
Dick Wray: Biography 
 
A native Houstonian born in 1933, Dick Wray, was an artist of incomparable talent and personality who played a critical 
role in the development of Houston’s contemporary art scene since the late 1950s.  Often categorized as an Abstract 
Expressionist, Wray is best known for his explosive and dynamic paintings that have received numerous accolades 
from Houston’s critical community as well as notable arts figures across the United States throughout his career. 
 
Wray attended the University of Houston’s School of Architecture, followed by being educated at the Kunstakademie 
Dusseldorf Arts Academy in Germany. Returning to Houston in 1959, he began seriously working as an artist with zest 
and vigor.  Over the next fifty years, he participated in a large number of important exhibitions nationally and 
internationally, while locally Wray had his first solo exhibition at the Contemporary Arts Museum Houston in 1975, was 
included in the Fresh Paint: The Houston School at the Museum of Fine Arts in 1985 and many other prestigious 
exhibitions.  Wray was an instructor at the Glassell School of Art from 1968 until 1982 and also taught seminars in other 
art institutions throughout the years.  Wray was awarded the Ford Foundation Award in 1962, received a prestigious 
Artist’s Grant from the National Endowment for the Arts in 1978 and was named Texas Artist of the Year by the Art 
League of Houston in 2000.  His work is in major collections, including the Albright Knox Museum in Buffalo, National 
Gallery of Art in Washington, D.C., the Modern Art Museum of Fort Worth, the Houston Museum of Fine Arts, the 
Contemporary Art Museum of Houston, the Museum of Modern Art in New York City and recently the Virginia Museum 
of Fine Arts in Richmond, Virginia.  
 


