


ADVERT ISEMENT

News and top picks for arts, culture, and events

FOTOFEST

Vintage Proof of Old Houston
At Deborah Colton Gallery, a photographer’s vintage photos tell of an ever-changing
Houston.
BY LAURA GILLESPIE •  3/17/2016 AT 8:00AM
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SORTING THROUGH HER FAMILY’S PHOTOS WAS A MONUMENTAL TASK for
42-year-old Mercedes Mallard Paul. Her late mother’s collection totaled in the
thousands with boxes upon boxes of photographs, binders of negatives and envelopes
fat with Polaroid photos. Along with family friend Deborah Colton, Paul spent more
than 10 years sorting and restoring as much as they could.

“
I think (my mother is) probably the only one that really

documented (life in Houston) as real as it gets. It’s not posing, she
went in and photographed the situation.

”
The collection had worth besides sentiment. Mercedes’ mother, Suzanne Paul, was an
acclaimed, born-and-bred Houston photographer, showcasing the rapid change of 20th-
century Houston in photographs.

Suzanne, a UH alum and National Endowment for the Arts recipient, died in 2005, but
Colton, founder of her own gallery, and Mercedes are showing her latest collection,
Proof, part of this year’s sprawling FotoFest.

In Proof, Suzanne Paul’s photographs show artists, curators, gallery directors and
others in the Houston art scene in vintage, film negative-esque collages. The
photographs, curated by Theresa Escobedo, span the entirety of Paul’s career, from the
mid-1970s to the early 2000s.

Though the images take place over a wide period of time, they look similar enough to
have been taken within days of each other. Proof marks the first time these images have
been displayed.

“I think (my mother is) probably the only one that really documented (life in Houston)



as real as it gets,” explains Mercedes. “It’s not posing, she went in and photographed the
situation.”
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Colton met Paul in 2003, only two years before the photographer died, but the two
became so close that Colton became the veritable keeper of Paul’s works. Together with
Mercedes the two put together a memorial exhibition within days of Suzanne’s death.

“Suzie always had her camera,” Colton said. “When Suzie was at something, it was really
something that was going to be big.”

http://www.houstoniamag.com/producers/deborah-colton-gallery
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SUZANNE PAUL: Exhibition in Houston Texas
Deborah Colton Gallery

Self Portrait. Suzanne and Bob Paul, 1960's, Houston, Texas
© Estate of Suzanne Paul / Deborah Colton Gallery
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 Edward Albee, 1999 Playwright 
© Estate of Suzanne Paul / Deborah Colton Gallery

Dick Wray, Abstract Expressionist Artist
© Estate of Suzanne Paul / Deborah Colton Gallery

PROOF : Photograph’s by Suzanne Paul
Deborah Colton Gallery

2445 North Boulevard, Houston, Texas
to April 23rd, 2016

www.deborahcoltongallery.com

PhotoEditing Workshop: May 1-6
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The Long-Lost Work of Two Legends Is
Shown Off in Houston: It’s a

Rediscovered Art Moment
BY CATHERINE D. ANSPON

04.22.16

Forrest Bess' "#10," 1957, at Hiram Butler Gallery
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T
wo exhibitions this month, both mounted in Houston,

present important lost works by seminal Texas artists. At

Hiram Butler Gallery, two canvases by an American visionary,

the Menil- and Whitney-exhibited Forrest Bess (1911-

Suzanne Paul's "Robert Rauschenberg and Lynn Wyatt,"
2001, at Deborah Colton Gallery.

http://hyperallergic.com/290780/the-wild-children-of-william-blake/


1977), have been discovered. One was last seen in 1957 at an exhibition at Betty

Parsons Gallery, NYC; the other diminutive painting, a commission undertaken

by the bait fisherman from Bay City, Texas, was completely unknown.

See both masterpieces at Hiram Butler, joined by two more, through May 14.

FYI: Butler stepped on the Bess bandwagon in 1986, putting on a solo show

long before the painter was enthroned in the pantheon of American art history.

Forrest Bess in his Bay City studio (undated, courtesy forrestbess.org)

Closer to home, the late Houston lenswoman Suzanne Paul (1945-2005) was

ahead of her time in so many ways. While digging into Paul’s archives, the artist’s

daughter, Mercedes Paul, unearthed a trove of Polaroids, including images

of art-world legends Walter Hopps, Robert Rauschenberg, Mel Chin and

Andy Warhol.

Paul — Houston’s own Jonas Mekas and Nan Goldin — was the first female

photographer to show at the Contemporary Arts Museum Houston, doing so in

1976. Represented in the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston’s collection by

13 images, she is the topic of a FotoFest show at Deborah Colton Gallery,

curated by Theresa Escobedo. See the lost Polaroids in a time-capsule

section of the exhibition (through Saturday, April 23).

Suzanne Paul’s “Self Portrait,” 2004 (courtesy the estate of the artist and Deborah Colton Gallery)
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